Elementary Spanish Bulletins from Señor Holowatz
Kindergarten:

Our kindergarten students are learning quickly and continue to impress me with their pronunciation and their enthusiasm. We have covered some numbers, shapes, colors, and some common questions/answers (“What is your name?” “How are you?”). Recently we have covered some useful and common Spanish expressions using “tengo” (I have). We discussed the following expressions using hand signals.

(no) tengo hambre.

I (do not) have hunger.

(no) tengo sed.


I (do not) have thirst.

(no) tengo sueño.

I am (not) sleepy.

(no) tengo calor.

I am (not) hot.

(no) tengo frío.

I am (not) cold. 

(no) tengo tiempo.

I (do not) have time.

Yo tengo ___ gatos.

I have ___ cats.

Yo tengo ___ perros.

I have ___ dogs.

Tengo mucho ____

I have a lot of ____.

Tengo un poco de ____
I have a little ____.

Tengo __ años


I am ___ years old.

There are many more expressions with “tengo” that we will add later. In the meantime, we will use “tengo” in our next unit (on the Spanish alphabet) to talk about who has certain letters in their names (“Tengo un ‘Ch’ en mi nombre.”) 
We will talk about the names of letters and their pronunciation. My goal is to have students achieve a low level of Spanish reading ability of simple, common words. This will help reinforce what we are learning when I write new vocabulary on the board. It will help with pronunciation and help visual learners. Some of them can already recognize or read Spanish words we have talked about. As they get better, these skills will facilitate their Spanish learning. Maybe by the end of the year, they will be able to read the list above to you. 
1st grade:

First grade has already done a great deal of review from last year. It is amazing how much they remember from their Kindergarten year. This class has a lot of motivation and they love being challenged. Last year this class’ Spanish experience focused on listening and speaking. This year they should expect to do some reading and writing a few times a week.
Recently we learned about animals and how to describe them. We also talked about unusual animals from Latin America and discussed how animals make different sounds in Spanish. We even had time to look at some carved, painted animals I brought from Mexico. Native people of the southern state of Oaxaca make these artistic sculptures. You can see some examples at this website (http://www.oaxacanwoodcarving.com/gallextic.html).
Our next unit will begin by using some of the physical adjectives we used to describe animals to describe people (physical attributes), but we will learn about ways to discuss personality traits. We will cover family members and people. 

Students will need to bring in a copy of a photo of their family for November 4th which they will use to write a few basic descriptions of family members and list family members along with their names. If a photo is not available, they can bring a drawn picture. 

2nd grade:
Our second grade class loves to play games in Spanish and they like to apply the new things that they learn. Last year this class did very little writing or reading. This year they should expect to do reading and writing several times a week. Spelling will not be stressed but I expect that their spelling will improve as we continue to practice writing simple sentences. We now have a Spanish assistant, Señora Ínes, who will be assisting with this class. Her assistance will help students with their writing and their reading. 
Second grade has practiced describing animals and learning their names. We also explored unusual animals from Latin America and discussed how animals make different sounds in Spanish. We made time to look at some carved, painted animals I brought from Mexico. Native people of the southern state of Oaxaca make these artistic sculptures. You can see some examples at this website (http://www.oaxacanwoodcarving.com/gallextic.html).

In our next unit, we will learn physical and personality adjectives we can use to describe and discuss people in our families. We will cover family members and people. Students will also learn to ask questions about other people using “she” and “he.”
Students will need to bring in a copy of a photo of their family for November 5th which they will use to write a description of their family members, list family members along with their names and a sentence or two about what the family was doing when the photo was taken. If a photo is not available, they can bring a drawn picture. 

3rd grade:
Third grade has students with many different levels of Spanish experience. This has been challenging but recently YSCP hired a Spanish assistant, Señora Ínes, who will be helping in this respect. We hope to have some smaller ability-based groups within third grade that will meet on a regular basis. 
We have begun discussing calendars, dates, days of the week, and we will soon include seasons. Students will learn how to ask about certain events and how to explain when something will happen. Later in the unit students will use this vocabulary to talk about their future plans this year using the simple future (“Voy a ir a California en julio.” “¿Vas a ir a España en diciembre?”). They should find this challenging but fun since it will allow them to be creative and funny.
Students will need to have a folder with internal pockets to keep their handouts. One of my goals is so help reinforce efforts to stay organized and to keep their Spanish materials together. Even when we are done with a unit, I would like them to keep their useful materials (vocabulary sheets, for instance) for future reference. We will have a few folder and journal checks later this year. They already have journals and we use them to write in and take notes.

We will do a culture lesson about Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). It is near Halloween and is related to All Souls Day, but it is very different from both. It is a Mexican celebration that has its roots in the beliefs of native people. Families celebrate their family members who have died by cleaning the cemetery, putting out cherished toys and foods of the dead, singing songs and talking about the deceased. Death is not something to be feared and the celebration is no supposed to be scared. We will see photos, learn some relevant vocabulary, discuss the values of the celebration and do a traditional craft activity. Our students should find this interesting and fun.
4th grade:
I have been very impressed with the enthusiasm of our students and by the ability of our new students to catch up. They are not afraid to give answers or to use the language. All the students ask me how to say things in Spanish and look for creative ways to express themselves in the language. Once a week Señora Ínes, our brand new Spanish assistant, will be helping with fourth grade. Last week I had each student talk to her one-on-one to practice having a conversation in Spanish. In the future she will help them get additional practice speaking. 
Recently we started discussing calendars, dates, days of the week, and we will soon include seasons. Students will learn how to ask about certain scheduled events and how to explain when something will happen. Later in the unit students will use this vocabulary to talk about their future plans this year using the simple future (“Voy a ir con amigos a California este verano.” “¿Vas a viajar a España en diciembre?”). They should find this challenging but fun since it will allow them to be creative and funny.
We will also do a culture lesson about Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). It is near Halloween and is related to All Souls Day, but it is very different from both. It is a Mexican celebration that has its roots in the beliefs of native people. Families celebrate their family members who have died by cleaning the cemetery, putting out cherished toys and foods of the dead, singing songs and talking about the deceased. Death is not something to be feared and the celebration is no supposed to be scared. We will see photos, learn some relevant vocabulary, discuss the origins and the values of the celebration and do a traditional craft. Students should find this interesting and fun. 
