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Sep 5, 2010

Dear Parents,

 
你好(nĭ hăo)！ We made a Chinese language level evaluation for every student from fifth grade to eighth grade last week. During the evaluation, I asked several questions, for example, how old are you? What is your hobby? Do you like swimming? Have you learned Pinyin before? How to read them? Which fruit do you like the best? What color is the fruit? Which animal do you like the best? Can you read a Chinese character in four tones? In this way, I knew students Chinese language level.
  On Aug 27, during the open house, I asked students who came to Chinese classroom to choose a fruit they like the best, and practice to make sure they know how to say it in Chinese the next time I see them. They did an excellent job! David Pick said “ningmeng (lemen)” every time he saw me on the first day of school.  Although Oliver did not show up at school during the open house, he did a good job because his mother learned a fruit and taught him at home. 
We reviewed the Chinese Numbers from one to ten (一，二，三，四，五，六，七，八，九，十) by doing a Chinese Number Show—using body to make shape of Chinese numbers. I am sure some students must have practiced at home with the help of their mom and dad. They did a very good job. 
I am glad that a student came to me and asked how to say happy birthday to you in Chinese, because her dad’s birthday is coming. She wants to give him a surprise! Enrico told me that his Chinese name is “亦道”，and his handwriting is good. 
All in all, it is a good beginning.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach me at ling@yscp.org.

Thank you!
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