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Moon Cakes


Dear YSCP’s parents/guardians,

nǐ hǎo !   你 好！

One of the significant Chinese holidays/festivals is fast approaching. It is called "moon-cake or mid-autumn festival中秋节", which will be on September 22nd, this year. This traditional festival, which falls on the full-moon fifteenth day of the eighth month in the Chinese lunar calendar, is associated with reunion.  Students enjoyed the story, “Chang’e flying to the moon” last Friday. The story is associated with the mooncake or mid-Autumn festival and is a well-known Chinese tale in Chinese culture. This week your child will continue to learn this festival with the date and how the Chinese celebrate it. 

This year our Chinese assistant teacher, Xuan Liu (liú lǎo shī ), will help our young scholars every Wednesday or Thursday. On Wednesdays when we have small groups doing our Chinese guided reading, students get to have more chances to practice their Chinese (speaking and reading) with me. If you would like to volunteer in the classroom, please contact me. 
For students from the second to the forth grade, s/he will start to have Chinese homework this week. Homework is due on Wednesday and students will have their first character test on Thursday this week due to the half day Friday. Chinese character test is like their English spelling test. Students’ character tests are based on their levels and the characters shown on their homework sheet given on Monday. If you have any questions, please email me or give me a note.
Have a great week!

Your child’s Chinese teacher,

Kathy Miller 光琪老师
****************************************************************

Kindergarten –

Our kindergarteners love to sing songs. We learned another new song last week. I also taught them how to say family members. We practiced some strokes and more Chinese numbers in writing. You child is doing a wonderful job and I truly enjoy teaching Kindergarteners! (
1st Grade –

Our first graders also did a super job at Chinese class. We practiced pinyin and started our first guided reading. Some of our first graders were very excided and surprised that they could read in Chinese! We also did more writing. This week we will play a game with the characters as well as our pinyin lessons.
2nd Grade –

Our second graders learned more basic terms (i.e., please wait, raise hands, sit down, stand up, be quite, stop) used in the classroom. We all had fun playing “Simon says”. We reviewed our pinyin lessons and played the pinyin games from the software. This week students will have an on-line lesson from our guided reading.
3rd Grade –

Third graders made their own phones and had a phone conversation with their classmates. They had fun calling their friends. We also did our guided reading (Lesson 1), practiced writing and reviewed characters. This week they will practice more characters from their homework and get ready for their first character test.
4th Grade –

The fourth graders picked up new words in a great pace. We reviewed what we have learned (pinyin, basic terms used in the classroom) and finished Lesson 1 with ease. Students are very used to their new Chinese last names and get familiar with the way when we greet someone or classmates in Chinese culture. This week students will have an on-line lesson from our guided reading.
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