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Dear YSCP’s parents/guardians,

nǐ hǎo !   你 好！

I hope everyone had a relaxing labor day weekend. Last week we had a great start. For the returning students, welcome back to school; For parents of new students, your child and I were getting to know each other. We learned some greetings/phrases in Chinese and learned/reviewed numbers in Chinese. Students from the third and the fourth grades picked their Chinese last names among a list of all the commonly used Chinese last names.
Your child’s Chinese folder was sent home last Friday. In each folder it contains your child’s work in class. There is also a “Teacher/Parent Communication Area” that you are encouraged to use to communicate with me. Please remember to return your child’s Chinese folder in the beginning of the week. For students from the third and the fourth grades should have their own note book in class every time.
The following are what we did and what we will do this week in more detail by each grade. To make it easier for you to read, you can just focus on the section corresponding to your child’s grade. As always, email me or give me a note if you have any questions. 
Have a great week!

Your child’s Chinese teacher,

Kathy Miller

****************************************************************

Kindergarten –

Our kindergarteners are doing great. They enjoy learning a new language and love to say “hello”, “thank you”, “good bye”, and “panda” in Chinese. We played “the train and the falling bridge” game. They loved to catch “a car/a friend” and say “nǐ hǎo” to our friend. We also counted the numbers up to 10. I read a book called “ Ni Ni makes friends”. This week we will continue to practice those greetings and learn more phrases and the number song.
1st Grade –

Most of our first graders remember how to write Chinese numbers. We practiced writing from 1 to 10. I also focused the four tones of Chinese speaking language. Speaking in the right tone is essential in Chinese. The first graders also learned some Pinyin – ā ō ē ī ū ǖ and “b p m f d t n l” and “ai ao an ang”. This week we will do more pinyin and read in pinyin. 
2nd Grade –

We reviewed the four tones and pinyin. We practiced writing Chinese numbers and greetings. I read a story in Chinese presented in a drama style. Thus, we learned words like “happy”, “fishing”, “dog”, “butterfly”, “bird”, and “panda”. This week we will learn more phrases, read in pinyin and characters, and play a game.

3rd Grade –

Our third graders chose their preferred Chinese last name from a list of the commonly used Chinese last names. Thus, we practiced greeting each other with their last name. We also reviewed numbers up to 1000. This week we will continue to practice writing Chinese strokes and characters. We will also learn basic phone conversation. 
4th Grade –

The fourth graders also did a great job in my Chinese class. The new students picked up Chinese very fast. They all chose their preferred Chinese last name from a list of the commonly used Chinese last names. We greeted each other with Chinese formal way. We reviewed numbers and learned new words from the story. This week we will continue to practice writing Chinese strokes and characters. We will also learn basic phone conversation.
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