What's Happening in Mrs. Anderson's Fourth Grade This Week?!

September 1, 2009

New (Well Everything this Week) :)

I wanted to let everyone know about birthday celebrations for the students in my classroom. Each month, I allow students to choose one period during the month to celebrate all of the birthdays of the month in one combined party! I love to celebrate students' birthdays with snacks and a game of choice, so normally, parents send a snack to share with the class. If for any reason you are unable to send a snack for your child, please let me know ahead of time if possible, and I will make certain everyone has a snack for his/her birthday celebration. 

A lot of forms will be coming home in the first week, so please be checking your child's backpack and folders to return papers needing signatures. I do expect every child to bring home a daily assignment book (provided by the school) to show to you and to have a record of homework that is due for the next day or in the near future. Please make sure you look over this assignment book with your child and that he, or she has completed the appropriate work for the following day. If you have any questions regarding the homework policy, please don't hesitate to ask. 

Homework Policy (Very Important):

Because students are now in fourth grade, it is our privilege and duty to prepare them for fifth grade and switching classes in middle school. Beginning the second week of school, I will be assigning homework almost every evening. Students are expected to complete the homework in its entirety. Any unfinished homework (hopefully none :)) will be finished during recess. This is a fourth grade policy that may be new to some but helps students to show responsibility in their work. 

What We're Learning in the Subjects

Math:

Taking the fourth grade pre-assessment to determine students' prior knowledge and needs for development

Language Arts:

Reading several variants of fairy tales, analyzing them as a class, and writing our own

Social Studies:

Taking a history pre-assessment, Beginning to learn about the very earliest dwellers in Pennsylvania 

Science:

Beginning our unit in metric measurement!

Upcoming Dates and Events to Remember

September 6, 2009 – Labor Day, no school 

